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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An extension of time under 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) is required in order to make an 
examiner's amendment which places this application in condition for allowance. During 
a telephone conversation conducted on July 21, 2005, Michael Monaco (52,041) 
requested an extension of time for 2 MONTH(S) and authorized the Director to charge 
Deposit Account No. 15-0030 the required fee of $450 (2 month) - $120 (1 month paid 
on 7/1 1/05) = $330 for this extension and authorized the following examiner's 
amendment. 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

As to claim 69, line 9, change "first image forming cartridge" to - - second image 

forming cartridge - 

As to claim 69, line 1 1 , change "first image" to - - second image - 

As to claim 69, line 1 1 , change "first photosensitive drum" to - - second 

photosensitive drum - 



The following Is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The primary reason for allowance of claims 43-50 is the inclusion of a plurality of 
image forming cartridges each having a photosensitive drum. Each drum has an 



Application/Control Number: 10/682,189 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2852 

exposure position facing a corresponding light generator and a transfer position 
substantially diametrically opposed to the exposure position. A housing, configured to 
house the plurality of light generators one above another, have respective slots 
corresponding to the light generators wherein the slots are positioned to allow light 
beams emitted from the light generators to pass therethrough onto the respective 
exposure positions. This is found in all of claims 43-50, but not disclosed nor suggested 
by the prior art of record. 

The primary reason for allowance of claims 51-58 is the inclusion of a plurality of 
image forming means having each a photosensitive drum. Each drum has an exposure 
position facing a corresponding light generating means and a transfer position 
substantially diametrically opposed to the exposure position. A housing means, 
configured to house the plurality of light generating means one above another, have 
respective slots corresponding to the light generating means wherein the slots are 
positioned to allow light beams emitted from the light generating means to pass 
therethrough onto the respective exposure positions. This is found in all of claims 51- 
58, but not disclosed nor suggested by the prior art of record. 

The primary reason for allowance of claims 59-63 is the inclusion of a plurality of 
image forming cartridges having each a photoconductive element with each element 
having an exposure position facing a corresponding optical writing device and a transfer 
position substantially diametrically opposed to the exposure position. A vertical stay is 
disposed between the optical writing devices and the image forming cartridges. A 
plurality of image forming cartridge supporting members corresponding to each of the 
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image forming cartridges are attached to at least one of the vertical stay and the 
apparatus body. A plurality of optical writing device supporting members corresponding 
to each of the optical writing devices are attached to at least one of the vertical stay and 
the apparatus body. This is found in all of claims 59-63, but not disclosed nor 
suggested by the prior art of record. 

The primary reason for allowance of claims 64-67 is the inclusion of an image 
forming cartridge having a photosensitive drum with an exposure position and a transfer 
position; and a second image forming cartridge having a second exposure position and 
a second transfer position. Each exposure position is arranged to align with a 
corresponding light generator through a corresponding slot in a housing, and each 
transfer position being substantially diametrically opposed to the corresponding 
exposure position. The image forming cartridge is arranged above the second image 
forming cartridge. This is found in all of claims 64-67, but not disclosed nor suggested 
by the prior art of record. 

The primary reason for allowance of claim 68 is the inclusion of an image forming 
cartridge having a means for receiving and transferring an image including an exposure 
position and a transfer position. The means for receiving and transferring is arranged 
above a second means for receiving and transferring. The second means for receiving 
and transferring have a second exposure position and a second transfer position. Each 
exposure position is arranged to align with a corresponding light generator through 
corresponding slot in a housing, and each transfer position being substantially 
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diametrically opposed to the corresponding exposure position. This is found in all of 
claim 68, but not disclosed nor suggested by the prior art of record. 

The primary reason for allowance of claim 69 is the inclusion of a method for 
forming an image by arranging a first image cartridge above a second image forming 
cartridge; arranging an exposure position of a first photosensitive drum of the first image 
cartridge to align with a corresponding light generator through a first slot in a housing; 
transferring the first image from a transfer posifion of the first photosensitive drum, the 
transfer position of the first photosensitive drum being substantially diametrically 
opposed to the exposure position of the first photosensitive drum. The second image is 
projected onto an exposure position of a second photosensitive drum in a second image 
forming cartridge, the exposure position arranged to align with a corresponding light 
generator through a second slot in the housing. The second image is transferred from a 
transfer position of the second photosensitive drum, the transfer position of the second 
photosensitive drum being substantially diametrically opposed to the exposure position 
of the second photosensitive drum. This is found in all of claim 69, but not disclosed nor 
suggested by the prior art of record. 

The primary reason for allowance of claims 70-75 is the inclusion of a plurality of 
photo sensitive drums, each of the photo sensitive drums configured to receive a light 
beam from the light generator on a respective exposure position through a 
corresponding slot in a housing. This is found in all of claims 70-75, but not disclosed 
nor suggested by the prior art of record. 
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The primary reason for allowance of claim 76 is the inclusion of a plurality of 
means to align a corresponding exposure position of means for receiving and 
transferring with light beam through a corresponding slot in a housing. This is found in 
all of claim 76, but not disclosed nor suggested by the prior art of record. 

The primary reason for allowance of claim 77 is the inclusion of a step of 
transmitting an image via a light beam within a housing; receiving the image onto an 
exposure position of each of a plurality of photosensitive drums; and aligning a 
corresponding exposure position with a light beam through a corresponding slot in the 
housing. This is found in all of claim 77, but not disclosed nor suggested by the prior art 
of record. 

The primary reason for allowance of claims 78-80 is the inclusion of an image 
forming cartridge and a light generator in a housing of an image forming apparatus. 
The image forming cartridge having a photo sensitive drum having an exposure position 
and a transfer position, the image forming cartridge configured to align the exposure^ 
position with a light beam emitted by the light generator through a slot in the housing. 
This is found in all of claims 78-80, but not disclosed nor suggested by the prior art of 
record. 

The primary reason for allowance of claim 81 is the inclusion of means to align 
an exposure position of the means for receiving and transferring an image with a light 
beam emitted by the light generator through a slot of a housing that includes the light 
generator within the housing. This is found in all of claim 81 , but not disclosed nor 
suggested by the prior art of record. 
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The primary reason for allowance of claim 82 is the inclusion of step aligning the 
exposure position of a photosensitive drum of an image forming cartridge with a light 
beam emitted by a light generator in a housing through a slot of the housing. This is 
found in all of claim 82, but not disclosed nor suggested by the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sameshima et al., Kaneko et al., and Araki et al. were disclosed 
as prior art in parent applications and not listed in this application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan S. Lee whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2137. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri., 10:30-8:00, Second 
Monday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Art Grimley can be reached on 571-272-2136 or 571-272-2800 (Ext. 52). 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Susan S. Lee 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2852 
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